
WALKERN PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 9 September 2021 

 

The meeting was held at Walkern Sports & Community Centre, commencing at 7.00 pm. 

Those present were the Chairman, Cllr T Deffley, Vice-Chairman, Cllr M Rist and Cllrs C Nudds and K 

Overall.  Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr M James. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a correct record on 

the proposal of Cllr Rist and seconded by Cllr Nudds. 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Fruit Trees for Edible Eating Space:  Cllr Nudds and Brenda Lowe will make a formal proposal to the 

Parish Council on this proposed project, what to plant, where and when and future maintenance of 

the trees and potential supplier.  Grant funding will be investigated also. 

Somewhere 2 Sing:  Duncan Rutherford and his choir of 250 singers finally held their event at 

Walkern Sports & Community Centre sportsfield on 1 August 2021.  The event was very well attended 

in spite of the bad weather. 

Fitness Trail Demonstration:  Sarah Knight, Fitness Instructor, demonstrated how to use the fitness 

equipment at the sportsfield on Sunday 5 September 2021, for anyone who wished to come along.  A 

big thank you to Sarah for doing this. 

Declarations of Interest 

None. 

Open Forum 

No issues were raised. 

Walkern Neighbourhood Plan  

A grant of £7,500 has been received towards the cost of updating the Neighbourhood Plan, which is 

still being completed.  The Plan to date was shown at the Somewhere 2 Sing event on 1 August 2021, 

where comment could be left by Walkern residents.  The full updated Plan will be available to view 

and comment upon again in due course.  The Parish Council thanked Dave Standing for helping with 

the Plan by providing photographs and printing. 

Walkern Sports & Community Centre 

A full electrical survey has been carried out on the building, with remedials works listed.  Nigel 

Bennett, Chairman, will obtain quotations. The Walkern Vets football team now have WSCC as their 

home ground.  The fitness trail is a great success and much used and the building is being regularly 

booked for parties, weddings etc.  A commercial lease agreement has been prepared and signed by 

both the Clerk of Walkern Parish Council and the Chairman of WSCC. 

Recreation Ground & Aubries Safety Inspection Reports 



Cllr Nudds and the Clerk will go through the reports together and report back to the Parish Council if 

any remedial works are required on the play equipment. 

New Model Code of Conduct for Parish & Town Councils 

It was agreed that as this is not a mandatory document, the Parish Council will stand by the original 

Code of Conduct adopted in 2012, which was issued through East Herts Council.  In fact, there does 

not appear to be much difference between the two.  The Clerk will, however, contact HAPTC to see 

what other Town & Parish Councils are considering. 

Finance 

Payments made to date: 

Mrs. P Clements - litter picking July & Aug 21    £   906.88 

Mrs. H Broady - Clerk’s salary July & Aug 21     £ 1171.64 

Mrs H Broady - Clerk’s expenses for use of home as Council  £     62.48 

Office July & Aug 21        £   140.00 

HCC - WPC and Clerk’s pension contribution July/Aug 21   £   343.28 

Mrs H Broady - reimbursement for telephone/internet & stationery 

July & Aug 21         £   158.32 

Timeless Gardens Ltd - maintenance of Recreation Ground x 2  £   768.00 

Parish Council Websites - maintenance of Parish Council website x 3 £   216.00 

Timeless Gardens Ltd - maintenance of Recreation Ground   £   528.00 

Ms M Hilton - grass cutting at graveyard in Froghall Lane   £     36.00 

East Herts DC - dog waste bin empty and clean    £ 1272.20 

The Old School Grounds Co Ltd - maintenance of sportsfield  £   647.40 

EHDC - annual playground safety checks     £  110.28 

HMWT - biodiversity data for WNP      £    60.00 

HMWT - annual membership fee      £    40.00 

Mr N Bennett- fix plate to entrance gate of Recreation Ground and 

install new waste bin        £   210.00 

 

The above payments were ratified on the proposal of Cllr Nudds an seconded by Cllr Overall and the 

following agreed for payment: 

 

Wills Electrical Services - Electrical survey at WSCC    £   500.00 

Timeless Gardens - maintenance of Recreation Ground   £   474.00 

Donation towards Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Service   £   100.00 

 

Payments received since the last meeting: 

 
Groundworks - grant towards Walkern Neighbourhood Plan  £7,500.00 

HMRC - repayment of VAT 2020/21      £2,315.91 

EHDC - litterpicking grant       £3,495.00 

 



Budget Control to date: 

 

Tax Assist Accountants has prepared the budget to date which has been forwarded to all Councillors 

and is available to view on the Parish Council website. 

 

Planning 

 

Planning Applications received to date: 

 

32 Stevenage Road, Walkern   Raising of roof above the garage and the addition of 

      dormer windows to front and rear elevations (approved) 

 

Land South of Froghall Lane, Walkern Variation of Condition 4 of approved plans. 

 

12 The Maltings, Walkern   Single storey rear conservatory extension (approved) 

 

50 Moors Ley, Walkern   Demolition of store and removal of front gates, single 

      story rear extension with roof lantern. Insertion of door  

      to side.  Loft conversion with creation of rear dormer  

      window with rooflights to front and rear and alterations/ 

      widening of crossover (approved) 

 

70 Stevenage Road, Walkern   Demolition of single storey rear extension and erection of 

      a two-storey rear extension. 

 

29A Moors Ley, Walkern   Single storey side extension. 

 

Land to rear of 12-14 Winters 

Lane, Walkern     Erection of a single detached dwelling and associated  

      parking and landscaping. 

 

64 High Street, Walkern   Raising height and new pitch roof to existing single storey 

      extension. 

 

Planning Applications granted: 

 

28 Froghall Lane, Walkern   Demolition of conservatory.  Erection of a single storey  

      extension with roof lantern, alterations to roof at rear 

      from pitched to flat with roof lantern. 

 

Planning Applications refused: 

 

Land at Winters Lane, Walkern  Removal of condition 7 of planning approval. 

 



For full details of all planning applications, comments and decisions please go to 

https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk 

 

Correspondence 

The Parish Council decided not to attend this years Town and Parish Annual Conference. 

St Mary’s Church is holding a village scarecrow competition from 1st – 3rd October 2021.  

A Gresley Park planning event is being held on Monday 13th September 2021 (via zoom, 6.30 – 8.00 

pm) and Tuesday 14th September 2021 (in person, 3.00 – 7.30 pm) at Chells Manor pavilion.  The 

developers, Redrow Homes, will be on hand to answer questions and show members of the public 

the site plans.  The Clerk will advertise this event on the Parish Council website and Facebook page. 

The Allotment Association responded to the Parish Council, who are seeking views on the proposal to 

remove some of the hedging along the River Beane to let more sunlight into the river and improve 

the environment.   Research by the River Beane Restoration Association (RBRA) is currently being 

carried out to see which areas could benefit from hedge thinning and vertical pruning.  The general 

feeling was that total removal of the hedges would be detrimental to wildlife etc, but this will not be 

the case. 

Any Other Business 

Cllr Overall reported that parking in Moors Ley is dreadful and becoming quite dangerous.  She will 

take pictures of cars badly parked so that County Councillor Ken Crofton can hopefully help in 

persuading the Highways Department to come up with a solution to this problem. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14 October 2021 at Walkern Sports & Community 

Centre commencing at 7.00 pm 

 

 

https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/

