
WALKERN PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 12 January 2023 

 

The meeting was held at Walkern Sports & Community Centre, commencing at 7.00 pm 

Those present were the Chairman, Cllr T Deffley, the Vice-Chairman, Cllr M Rist and Cllr C Nudds.  

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr K Overall, Cllr R Gullen and Cllr B Lowe.  District 

and County Councillor K Crofton also attended the meeting. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a correct record 

on the proposal of Cllr Nudds and seconded by Cllr Rist. 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Kompan have been instructed to carry out the playground repairs at their earliest convenience 

and to also quote for repairs to the damaged wet pour surface at the Aubries play area when on 

site. 

Declarations of Interest 

None. 

Open Forum 

Walkern residents from Stevenage Road attended the meeting to ask the Parish Council to assist 

in their endeavour to resolve the issue of sewage leaking into their gardens, after repeated pipe 

blocking.  Thames Water and Affinity Water so far have failed to get to the bottom of this.  This 

problem has escalated since the Mears Homes were built and inhabited, the drainage system from 

the site has been linked to the sewer in Stevenage Road, a pipe installed many years ago which is 

now unable to cope with the increased number of homes over the years and the changes in 

modern living.   Cllr Crofton suggested it was time for our MP, Sir Oliver Heald, to become 

involved and Cllr Deffley agreed to write him accordingly.        Action:  Cllr Deffley 

Football at the sportsfield on Sundays will be monitored for the time being before a decision is 

made whether to allow Saturday football to commence in the new season.  There are currently 

complaints of bad language and litter being left behind on the field which need to be addressed. 

Pc Mark Jenkins attended the meeting to report that incidents in Walkern are very low at the 

moment, although there have been a few shed thefts along Benington Road.  He did ask that any 

incidents of people calling around looking for scrap metal be reported as this is often a means of a 

pre theft look around. 

Walkern Neighbourhood Plan 

A summary NP document has been delivered to each household in the Parish, with a comment 

sheet attached.  This can be completed and dropped off to a Councillor or the Clerk or left in a box 

at Clark’s Garage.  There will be an open consultation event at Walkern Sports & Community 

Centre on Sunday 15 January 2023 from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm for anyone who wishes to come 

along and discuss with members of the Parish Council.  All business consultees have been emailed 

a copy and any responses will be collated by the Clerk. 

 

 



Walkern Sports & Community Centre 

The Parish Council acknowledged that a lot of work to the fabric of the building will be necessary 

over the next few years, such as a new heating system.  Much of the funding will hopefully be 

available from grants. 

Sportsfield Picnic Area 

The equipment has been installed but needs to have a safety inspection carried out before it can 

be used.  Turf has to be put under the seesaw and the whole area seeded once the weather 

improves.  The Clerk will contact HAGS to push this forward.          Action:  The Clerk 

Jubilee Peace Garden – Froghall Lane 

The Clerk has forwarded the proposed plan to EHDC and the Parish Council awaits approval of the 

scheme and transfer of the land to the Parish Council. 

Highways Issues 

The stretch of High Street opposite Walkern School is due to be resurfaced within the next few 

weeks.  The yellow lines installed last year are proving to be ineffective as they do not extend the 

whole length of the High Street from Finches Farm to Finches End.  Traffic still bottles up there at 

peak times and nobody can get through.  The potholes between Finches End and Walkern Stores 

are dangerous and most have been temporarily filled but that stretch of the High Street is not due 

for resurfacing in this current financial year although Highways are aware that this must be done 

as soon as possible and it will be done in due course after full survey reports.   The Parish Council 

continually reports Highways issues but if village residents do so as well this may well help to get 

matters resolved sooner. 

Herts County Council Adoption of Parish Owned Street Lights 

The Parish Council currently owns 9 street lights around the Parish.  Maintenance and lighting 

costs currently run to around £1,500 per annum.  HCC will adopt them if the Parish Council pays 

for them to be ungraded to current standards and the Parish Council is looking into the cost of 

doing this. 

Finance 

Payments made to date:  

Mrs. P Clements - litter picking Dec 22 (£20 underpayment)  £  474.00 

Mrs H Broady - Clerk’s salary Dec 22      £  630.76 

Mrs H Broady - Clerk’s expenses for use of home as Council Office  £    70.00 

Mrs H Broady - telephone/internet      £    66.21  

Timeless Gardens - Recreation Ground maintenance   £  288.00 

BWP Creative Ltd - website maintenance     £    72.00 

WSCC - heating donation for Community Cafe    £  100.00 

Frank Cooper & Sons Ltd - maintenance of Sportfield   £  570.00 

GovResources - work to Neighbourhood Plan    £1205.05 

SLCC - annual membership subscription     £  139.00 

 

The above payments were ratified on the proposal of Cllr Deffley and seconded by Cllr Rist. 

 



Walkern Parish Council set its precept for 2023/24 at £29,237.00, which remains the same as last 

year.  The form was signed by the Chairman, two Parish Councillors and the Clerk and will be 

forwarded to East Herts District Council. 

 

Brian Alexander of Tax Assist Accountant prepared a budget report to 31 December 2022 and is 

available to all Councillors. 

 

 

Planning 

 

Planning applications received since the last meeting: 

 

The Piggeries, Benington Road, Walkern Erection of a rural worker’s dwelling to replace 

      existing mobile home. 

 

13 Moors Ley, Walkern   Erection of single storey rear extension and  

      additional insulation to roof of existing rear 

      building raising the roof line by 150mm. 

 

Planning applications granted: 

 

99 High Street, Walkern   Erection of a single-storey rear extension, erection 

      of outbuilding office and a garden gym. 

 

1 Winters Lane, Walkern   Construction of outbuilding to accommodate cats 

      on a short term basis. 

 

Correspondence 

 

The Parish Council has received correspondence regarding speeding issues in Winters Lane, 

missed refuse collection, the ongoing lack of school transport for children from Walkern and the 

poor condition of the High Street.  The Clerk will respond as necessary.        Action:  The Clerk 

 

Schedule of Outstanding Items 

 

The annual grazing agreement for the field in Totts Lane in due for renewal at the beginning of 

February.  The rent will remain the same at £80.00 per month. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr Nudds reported that the book exchange at the Recreation Ground is in need of repair and that 

the Walkern Journal needs updating with the new keeper’s details. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.00 pm. 

 

The next meeting will he held on Thursday 16 February 2023 at the Walkern Sports & 

Community Centre. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


