
WALKERN PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16 February 2023 

 

The meeting was held at Walkern Sports & Community Centre, commencing at 7.00 pm 

Those present were the Chairman, Cllr T Deffley, the Vice-Chairman, Cllr M Rist and Cllrs C Nudds, 

R Gullen and B Lowe.  Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr K Overall.  

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a correct record 

on the proposal of Cllr Deffley and seconded by Cllr Nudds. 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Cllr Nudds mentioned that Hertfordshire Highways will be closing off a section of the High Street 

in the near future due to ‘ditch digging’.  The Parish Council will enquire what this means and 

where and when it will take place. 

Co-Option of New Member 

Mr David Standing, long time resident of Walkern, had previously expressed an interest in 

becoming a Parish Councillor.  The Parish Council still has an unfilled vacancy and therefore is able 

to co-opt a new member and invited Mr Standing to the meeting.  Mr Standing gave a brief 

resume of his life and career and the benefits he could bring to the Parish Council and Walkern.  

He has been very actively involved in the production of the Walkern Neighbourhood Plan and the 

new, almost completed updated version and has assisted in other projects in the village.  He was 

duly co-opted on the proposal of Cllr Deffley and seconded by Cllr Rist with all other Councillors 

agreeing.  Mr Standing signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Written Undertaking 

forms, counter signed by the Clerk. 

Declarations of Interest 

None. 

Open Forum 

The HGV signage is reported as missing from the junction of Gresley Way/Stevenage Road into 

Walkern. 

Refuse is not able to be collected from the flats at the top of Moors Ley due to the number of 

parked cars parking on the kerbs, grass verges and turning area, blocking its entry.  It was decided 

a letter should be sent to all householders in the vicinity asking that the road be kept clear in 

future, as this could also have an impact on the emergency services accessing that area if 

required.                                     Action:  Clerk 

Update to the Walkern Neighbourhood Plan 

The village consultation period ended on 15 February 2023 and all responses received by the 

Parish Council have been forwarded to Cllr Rist and our Planning Consultant. All comment sheets 

will be taken into consideration and any required changes will be made made before the Plan goes 

to EHDC for the next stage of the consultation.                 Action:  Cllr Rist 



Walkern Sports & Community Centre – Current Plans 

The Chairman of WSCC wishes to install new radiators in the near future when funds allow. There 

have been reports of youths drinking and taking drugs outside of the building and climbing on the 

pigeon hut roof.  The Parish Council will look at the option of installing CCTV.  In the meantime, 

any incidents should be reported to the police by calling 101, if a non emergency.  All calls are 

logged and the more that are received, may result in more police presence in Walkern in the 

future. 

Sportsfield Picnic Area 

Although the equipment has been installed, the ground still needs to be levelled off before the 

turf can be laid and the area and play equipment able to be used.  The safety inspection is being 

held up too.  The Clerk will speak to Nigel Bennett to ask when he is able to finish the levelling off.  

If the grant money is not spent by the end of March, any remaining will have to be returned to 

Groundworks.                         Action: Clerk 

Jubilee Peace Garden – Froghall Lane 

The Parish Council, having sent the plan to East Herts Council, cannot proceed with the project 

until EHDC officially hands over the graveyard site to the Parish Council. 

Sewage Leaks into Private Properties along Stevenage Road 

Cllr Deffley wrote to Member of Parliament Sir Oliver Heald, who in turn has contacted Thames 

Water, enquiring about the situation and asking for solutions to the issue.  Thames Water has 

replied to say they are still looking at the problem and the issues will be resolved as soon as 

possible. 

A507 Weight Limit Ban Consultation  

Hertfordshire County Council are exploring options to reduce the impact of HGVs using the A507 

between Buntingford and Baldock by introducing a weight limit ban along the whole length of that 

road.  Initially this ban was just going to be through Cottered village.  This will have a positive 

reduction on HGVs coming through Walkern as they will not be able to access the A507 via 

Cumberlow Green or Cottered.  The consultation period runs until 8 March 2023 and can be 

accessed by the following link:  http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/A507WeightLimitPTRO 

Litter Bin Waste Collection 2023/24 

Following the cancellation of litter picking grants in the future, the village litter bins will now be 

emptied fortnightly by EHDC contractors and those not easily accessible for the contractors will be 

moved to a road side position.  The Parish Council will still employ a litter picker to pick up litter 

from around the village and to monitor the bins and collate any bags for collection on the 

specified day at the designated pick up point.  It is hoped that the few residents who use the bins 

for their own personal rubbish will cease to do this otherwise the bins will fill up quickly causing a 

major issue, especially in the summer months. 

 

 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/A507WeightLimitPTRO


Hertfordshire County Council Adoption of Parish Owned Street Lights 

The street lighting and maintenance charges levied by HCC for our Parish owned lights have 

increased hugely this year and the Parish Council has the option to hand all responsibility to HCC 

in the future, if the lights are brought up to current standards by the Parish Council.  This is 

currently being costed to see if it is a viable option cost wise and Cllr Standing will produce a map 

of where the lights are situated, to be forwarded to HCC.      Action:  Cllr Standing 

Finance 

Payments made since the last meeting: 

Mrs. P Clements - litter picking Jan 23 (+£20 underpayment)  £ 514.00 

Mrs H Broady - Clerk’s salary Jan 22  (inc home as office payment)             £  655.00 

Mrs H Broady - telephone/internet/stationery    £    97.35  

HCC - WPC & Clerk’s pension payment Dec 22    £  171.31 

Timeless Gardens - Recreation Ground maintenance   £  384.00 

BWP Creative Ltd - website maintenance     £    72.00 

GovResources - Neighbourhood Plan      £1205.05 

SLCC Annual subs        £  139.00 

HAGS - sportsfield play equipment      £8194.47 

HCC - Lighting and Maintenance charges 22/23    £2206.53 

Mrs H Broady - Clerk’s salary Feb 23 (incl home as office payment              £  655.00 

H Broady - backdated pay increase from 1.4.22 - 28.2.23   £  572.00 

HCC - WPC & Clerk’s pension payment Jan 23    £  171.31 

Mrs P Clements - litter picking Feb 23 (not cashed)                £  494.00 

 

The above payments were ratified on the proposal of Cllr Gullen and seconded by Cllr Deffley. 

 

Brian Alexander of Tax Assist Accountant prepared a budget report to 31 January 2023 which is 

available to all Councillors. 

 

Grant requests have been received from the ‘Friends of Lanvallay’ group, for the forthcoming 

exchange visit to Walkern from our French friends in May and the Walkern Journal towards 

printing costs.  These grant amounts will be confirmed at the next Parish Council meeting in 

March. 

 

Planning 

 

Planning applications received to date: 

 

1 Winters Lane, Walkern Construction of outbuilding to accommodate cats on a short term 

    basis.  Variation of Condition 5 (maximum number of cats) of 

    3/22/1158/FUL.  The wording of the condition to be amended to: 

    In association with the development hereby approved, the number  

    of customers whose cats can be boarded at any given time is 

    restricted to a maximum of 8. 



 

Planning applications granted: 

 

70 Stevenage Road, Walkern Erection of two bedroom two storey dwelling with new access to 

    existing dwelling. 

 

48 Stevenage Road, Walkern Erection of a single storey rear extension.  Extension of party/ 

    parapet wall above roof line; installation of two roof lights along 

    rear roofslope. 

 

Planning applications refused: 

 

8 Glebe View, Walkern Single storey rear extension and partial garage extension to create 

    self contained attached annexe.  Replace 1 garage door with 2 new 

    single front doors. 

 

The Piggeries 

Bennington Road, Walkern Erection of a rural worker’s dwelling to replace an existing mobile 

    home. 

 

Correspondence 

 

There are reports of vehicles crossing over to Wallace Green Way from Froghall Lane via the grass 

verge.  The Clerk will contact Mears Homes, Aldwick Housing Association and EHDC Planning 

Enforcement to report this.                        Action: Clerk 

 

The spring at the bottom of Tuckers Hill freezes in winter.  Michelle Hilton has dug a channel so 

hopefully the water will drain away now.  The Parish Council will monitor this. 

 

Sewage issues at The Maltings have been reported. 

 

There are grants available to the village and WSCC via ACRE and the National Lottery Coronation 

Fund.  The Parish Council will look into what is available to Walkern. 

 

The Parish Council has received a letter of resignation from the village litterpicker from 16 March 

2023. 

 

Schedule of Outstanding Items 

 

The Allotment Association membership renewal is due. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

The book exchange at the Recreation Ground needs repairs as the roof is leaking.  The Clerk will 

speak to the person who agreed to look after it.                  Action:  Clerk 



 

Cllr Rist is to speak to the Chairman of the Allotment Association regarding future protection of 

the Beane river bank from being eroded by allotments bordering the river.        Action:  Cllr Rist 

 

66 High Street has fallen into disrepair and has been partially demolished internally and may be 

dangerous.  The Clerk will contact Planning Enforcement at EHDC to report this.     Action: Clerk   

 

The roundabout at the Recreation Ground is jammed and needs repairing.  The Clerk will add this 

to the Kompan maintenance quotation.      Action:  Clerk 

 

The meeting ended at 10.05 pm. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16 March 2023 at Walkern Sports & Community 

Centre commencing at 7.00 pm. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


